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Umi

N’agbanyeghi oru udaolu na-ary na nkuzi na omumu asusuy, okachasi n’asusu udaolu, mgbe ndi
ulo oru goomenti na-ahu maka asusy na gmumu ya, ndi okankuzi, ndi gkammuta na ndi nchocha
di iche iche n’amumamu sayensi asusu na-atule ihe gbasara omumu asusu na ihe ndi na-ama ya
aka n’ihu, ha anaghi akpota udaolu aha dika otu n’ime ihe ndi e kwesiri ilebanye anya maka
ezigbo nkuzi na omumu asusu, okachasi n’asusu udaolu. N’ebe a kpotara ya aha chaa, a
choputara na enwebeghi ezigbo nkowa e nyere ya nke na-eziputa n’uju, mkpa ikuzi udaolu di
nye omumu asusu, okachasi asusu udaolu. O bu nke a kpatara nchocha a ji lebaa anya n’uru
udaolu bara n’inweta ezi omyumu gbasara asusu udaolu dika o si metuta asusu Igbo. Ya mere, otu
n’ime nsogbu nchocha a na-acho gsisa ya bu oru udaolu na-aru na nkuzi na omumu asusu di ka o
si metuta asusu Igbo. Njiatule (data) nchocha edemede a sitere na nchoputa nsinonwe, ajuju onu
a gbagasiri ndi mmadu mara ihe gbasara omumu asusu nke oma nakwa nke e nwetara n’owara
intanet. Nchoputa nchocha a na-egosi na gmumu asuysu (asusu udaolu) ga-adi mfe ma dikwa ire
ma o buru na a huta nkuzi udaolu n’omumu asusu dika ngwa oru na-enweghi mgbagha, okachasi
n’asusu udaolu. Nke a bu maka na ¢ bu etu e siri debe olu kpoputa okwu gbula n’asusu udaolu ka
nkowa puru iche, ma dokwa anya ga-esi puta. Ndi nchocha na-atunye aro ka e were omumu
udaolu, na nkuzi omymu asusu udaolu n’ulo akwukwo n’ogogo di iche iche kporo ihe ebe ¢ na-
enye aka na nghota mputara okwu yiri onwe ha na nsupe 9so 0s9, nakwa n’ederede.

Okpurukpu okwu: Udaolu, Nkuzi, Omumu asusu, Asusu Igbo

Abstract

Despite different roles tone plays in teaching and learning language, especially in tone languages
when government agencies in charge of education and language study, professors, Academic
Doctors, and different researchers in linguistics discuss issues pertaining language teaching and
learning and its challenges, tone, especially in tone languages is rarely mentioned as one of the
essential factors to be considered while discussing language teaching and learning challenges.
Where it is mentioned at all, it is observed that no serious policy is made to back its importance
in language teaching and learning, particularly in tone languages. Therefore, this research seeks
to examine the role tone plays in language teaching and learning, with reference to the Igbo
language. This study employs a descriptive survey perspective in conducting its investigations.
The data used in this research were gathered through introspection, informal oral interviews with
linguists, library sources (textbooks and journal articles), and internet sources. Findings of this
study reveal that the teaching and learning of language (tone language) will be easier and more
active if tone is recognised as a factor that challenges language teaching and learning, and cannot
be set aside in the teaching and learning of tone languages. This is because the rising and falling
of tone (pitch) actively determine the meaning of an utterance. The study of tone should be
included in the curriculum across all levels, with reference to the language teaching and learning
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of tone languages, primarily to facilitate easy understanding of words with the exact spelling but
different meanings.

Mkpolite

Oru udaolu na-ary na nkyzi na gmumu asusu di ezigbo mkpa. Q na-adabere n’asusu wee na-aru
oru. Ya mere, tupu ekwube okwu ntule ma o bu omumu gbasara udaolu, a ga-enwegodu asusu
nke omumu udaolu ahy ga-agbado ukwu na ya. Udo jikotara asusu na udaolu siri oke ike.
N’ikwu eziokwu, asusu bu idé ji ulo na nnweta ezi mmekorita, mkpakorita, nkwukorita na
ndekorita n’etiti mmadu na ibe ya. E wezuga asusy, uwa kaara ing n’ogbi, ochichiri na nghotahie
di egwu, tumadi n’the mgbagwoju anya di iche iche. Ka o sila di, e nwere ihe ndi na-enye aka
n’ime ka nkuzi na gmumu asusu obula a na-atule gaa were were ma dokwa anya, okachasi na
nkuzi na omumu asusu udaolu. The ndi ahu na-enye aka n’inweta ezi nghota na mmuta asusu
n’uzo doro anya ka a kporo n’ihe omumu a, abubo ma o bu akarangwa omumu asusuy, okachasi
n’asusu udaolu. Nkuzi udaolu asusu so otu n’ime ihe ndi ahu na-enye aka na nghota na mmuta
asusu n’ozuzu oke. Na ndu mmaduy, asusu na udaolu abughi ebumputa ywa, kama e nwere ike
imu ha amy, okachasi mgbe onye ahu nwetara onwe ya n’okirikiri na n’onodu dabara adaba ga-
enye aka n’imu ha — (asusu na udaolu). Nkuzi udaolu n’omumuy asusu (asysu udaolu) di oke
mkpa maka igbochi nghotahie na mgbagwoju anya nwere ike isi na ya puta. Site na nchoputa ndi
okachamara n’ihe gbasara asusu Naijiria, ¢ mere ka a mata na e wepu Fulfude (asysu ndi Fulani),
asusu niile di na Naijjiria nwere udaolu. N’otu aka ahukwa, ihe kariri n’onuogu n’asusu obodo
niile di n’odida anyanwu mba Afrika nwegbadoro udaolu (Ekwudu, 1988).

Udaolu putara etu okwu mmadu na-ekwu si ada uda mgbe a na-ekwu okwu. Q putakwara ikpoli
okwu elu ma ¢ bu ikpoda ya ala mgbe a na-ekwu okwu. N’asusu obula nwere udaolu, ikpoli
okwu elu ma o bu ikpoda ya ala mgbe o na-ekwesighi nwere ime ka nghota di n’okwu ahu
gbanwee. Nke a bu n’ihi na etu e si debe olu kpoputa okwu na-eweta mputara ya. The di otu a
adighi n’asusu ndi Bekee n’ihi na asusu Bekee bu otu n’ime asysu ndi a na-akpo Asusu
ndebeolu. N’asusu ndebeolu, ikpoli okwu elu ma ¢ bu ikpoda ya ala anaghi eweta mgbanwe na
mputara okwu. Mana, n’asusu udaolu di ka asusu Igbo, etu e si debe olu kpoputa okwu na-
eziputa mputara ya bu okwu.

N’okwu Igbo, udaolu di ezigbote mkpa, okachasi n’ebe e nwere otu nsupe okwu nwere otutu
nghota ma ¢ bu echiche. Ndiiche di n’udaolu n’okwu abuo ma ¢ bu karia na-esite n’asysu bu
asusu udaolu. Iji gbanye ¢ku na nkowa udaolu, Anagbogu, Mbah na Eme (2010) kowara udaolu
di ka ndiiche di n’olu di ka o si gbasa nkejiokwu n’asusu udaolu nke nghota ya putara ihe nke
oma ma di iche n’udi ya. Dika a kowarala na mbuy, asusu Igbo bu asusu udaolu. N’otu aka ahu,
Ikekeonwu, Ezikeojiaku, Ubani na Ugoji (1999) na-egosikwa na otutu asusu mba Afrika na
ufodu asusu mba Eshia bu asusu udaolu. Mgbe nwa amaala Igbo na-asu asusu, udaolu na-aputa
ihe n’asysu ya. O nweghi onye Igbo a na-akuziri etu e si etinye udaolu n’asysu ya, kama, ihe a
na-agba mbo ikuzi bu etu e si etinye akara uda n’Igbo e dere ede, nke na-eme ka nghota ihe a
choro ikwu puta ihe, ma doo onye na-agu ya anya. lkanye akara uda n’okwu e dere ede na-eme
ka nghotahie ghara idi n’etiti onye dere na onye na-agu. Akara udaolu na-eme ka ihe onye dere
ya bu n’uche puta ihé kpomkwem ma doo anya.

N’asuysu Igbo, 6t nsupe nwere ike inwe nghota ma ¢ bu echiche di iche iche di ka okwu ahu siri
di. Okwu ufodu na-enwe nghota abuo, atg, ang ma o bu karia. Mgbe e dere okwu ndi nwere otutu
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nghota, naani ihe a ga-eme iji mee ka onye na-agu ya guo ihe onye dere ya bu n’uche bu site
n’ikanye akara ydaolu n’okwu ndi ahu nwere otu udi nsupe.

Omuma atu:

(1a) “Isi” nwere ike iputa nghota ndi a na-esote:
i. ahughi uzo
1i. akuku ahu mmadu
iii. ikwado ihe oriri
iv. 1ji imi choputa ihe ihe bu site n’ikuru ikuku si na ya puta
(b) “Akwa” nwere ike inye nghota ndi a:
i. ihe e ji egbochi oyi ma ¢ bu ekpuchi oto
ii. mgbe anya mmiri na-agba mmadu n’anya n’ihi ihe mwute
iil. ihe oriri
iv. ihe a na-ang n’elu ya arahy yra
(ch) “Ede” nwere ike ibu:
i. aha obodo
ii. aha udi nri
iii. iji mkpisi ode ede ihe
iv. aha udi osisi

N’omuma atu 1(a-ch), naani ihe ga-eme ka okwu ndi a na ndi yiri ha puta ihe nke gma, ma doo
anya ma ¢ bu ziputa echiche onye dere ha bu n’uche bu naani site n’ikanye akara udaolu n’okwu
ndi ahugasi. Akara udaolu bu akara e ji eziputa ogo olu mmady n’okwu ma ¢ bu mgbe a na-
akpoputa nkejiokwu di iche iche. Ikanye akara uda n’okwu, okachasi n’okwu ndi yiri onwe ha na
nsupe na-enyere oguu aka imata etu e kwesiri isi kpoputa okwu ndi ahu ka nghota ha di iche ma
doo anya. Igbo nwere udaolu abug gbara okpurukpu. Ha bu: (i) udaelu “/” (ii) udaala “)” bia
nwekwa nke mere ya ato bu (iii) udansuda “—”

Udansuda diwagara iche n’uda abuo ndi 0z¢ n’ihi ihe ndi a na-esote;
- anaghi ebu uzo akanye ya na mkpurgyokwu
- o naghi ebido isiahiriokwu
- 0 naghi esote udaala
- ihe ¢ na-esote mgbe obula bu udaelu

N’omuymu na nkuzi asusu Igbo, nkuzi udaolu na ka e si eziputa udaolu site n’ikanye akara uda
n’okwu ndi yiri onwe ha di oke mkpa. Qzokwa, di ka mkpuru edide si buru fonim keusoro, etu
ahuy ka akara udaolu si bury fonim kentukwasi. Ha bu fonim n’ihi na ha na-eweta nghota puru
iche na mkpuruokwu. Ya mere, ajuju di mkpa oru nchocha a na-acho iza bu etu a ga-esi guzobe
ezi nkuzi na gmumu asusu udaolu (asusu Igbo) ga-agba n’anwu, uru nkuzi ydaolu bara n’omumu
asusu udaolu site n’itinye omumu udaolu n’oru. Otutu oge, udaolu n’ahiriokwu na-eme ka
ahiriokwu abuo ma ¢ bu karia yiri onwe ha n’usorookwu ghoo udi ahiriokwu di iche iche. O
nwere ike ime ahirinkwusa ka ¢ ghoo ahiriajyju, nkebiahiri kenkowa ma ¢ bu nkebahiri mburuna
(Green & Igwe, 1963). Omumaatuy:

(2a) Anyi ji egd (Ahirinkwusa)

(b) Any ji egd? (Ahiriajuju)

(ch) Anyi j1 égo (Nkebiahiri kenkowa)
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(d) Anyi ji égo (Nkebiahiri mburuna)

Nchoputa nchocha ndi a, mgbe e tinyere ha n’ezi oru ga-egbochi ufodu nghotahie na ihe
mgbagwoju anya na-adaputa na nkuzi na omumu asusu Igbo, tinyekwara igbochi ymuyakwukwo
ida aghara aghara, ajuju gbasara udaolu n’ule, ma butekwa agamnihu n’ogo usoro nkuzi na
omumu asusu Igbo dibu adi nke ga-emecha bute mwulite na ntolite sayensi omumu asusu.

Ka o sila di, ihe kpaliri mmug ndi nchocha n’inyocha n’the gmumu a bu na mgbe ndi ulo oru
goomenti di iche iche na-ahu maka asusy na omumu ya, tumadi ndi okachamara na sayensi
asusu, ndi okankuzi, ndi gkammuta tinyere ndi nchocha di iche iche n’amumamu sayensi asusu
na-atule ihe gbasara omumu asusu na ihe ndi na-ama ya aka n’ihu, ha anaghi akpota ihe gbasara
udaolu aha. Ya by, ha ahutaghi udaolu di ka otu n’ime ihe ndi ahu na-ama aka na mmweta ezi
nkuzi na omumu asysu n’uzo doro anya. N’ebe a kpotara ya aha nchancha, a choputara na
enwebeghi ezigbo nkowa nye ya, nke na-eziputa n’uju, mkpa ikuzi ydaolu di nyere omumu
asusu, okachasi n’ebe asusu udaolu no.

Nchocha a gbadoro ukwu n’usoro nchocha nkowa. O bu nchocha nkowa nke e mere iji gosiputa
uru udaolu bara na nkuzi na omumu asusuy, okachasi n’asusu Igbo. IThe nchocha a ji wee horo
usoro nchocha nkowa n’ime usoro nchocha ndi 9zo e nwegasiri di ka usoro sampulin nke sovee,
usoro kwontitetivu, usoro nnwale (eksperimentalu), na usoro ndi 0zg akpoghi ahaby kaahunae
mere nchocha toro atg na nchoputa e nwetagasiri n’ihe omumu a. Ntucha nchocha a sitere na
nchoputa nsinonwe, ajuju onu a gbagasiri ndi mmadu maara ihe gbasara omumu asusu nke oma
nakwa nke e nwetara n’owa intanet, akwukwo ogugu di iche iche na ederede ufodu sitegasiri na
jonaaluy.

Ntulegharia Agumagu

Di ka asusu si di mkpa na mgbasa ozi, mkpakorita nakwa ikpu nghota, etu ahukwa ka omumu
udaolu siri di mkpa na nkyzi na omumu asusu udaolu. Etu mmadu si debe olu mgbe o na-ekwu
nwere ike iziputa ihe ndi a: nkwe, nju, ajuju, nnagha, ndumodu, iti iwu ma ¢ bu ¢da, ima okwa
na ndi 9zo. Ya by, udaolu na-enye aka n’ebe o di ukwuu n’ikpu nghota. Ikekeonwu na ndi otu ya
(1999) kowara na udaolu gbadoro ukwu na piichi. Ya by, na ¢ bu na piichi ka e ji eziputa udaolu.

egosi na udaume niile bu udamputa. Mbah na Mbah (2004) hutakwara udaolu di ka mputara
njikwa ogoolu ma kowakwuo na otutu ihe na-emetuta ogo olu di ka ndoti mkpouda nke na-eme
ka ogo olu ria elu. Ozo bu na etu ikuku si aga na ngu na-eme ka ogo olu di elu ma o bu ala.
Crystal (1971) kowara na ihe jikoro asysu na udaolu siri oke iké nke na agaghi ekewapuli otu
n’ime ibe ya. N’ihi nke a, 0 kowara asusu di ka udaolu mmadu a haziri ahazi n’udi odimara nke
na-abughi ebumputa ywa mmadu na onwe ya, e ji akowaputa echiche site n’okwu onu ma ¢ by
n’ederede.

N’iga n’ihu, Anagbogu, Mbah na Eme (2010) na nkowa nke ha na-egosi na udaolu bu ndiiche di
n’olu di ka o si gbasa nkejiokwu n’asusu udaolu, nke nghota ya putara ihe nke oma ma dikwa
iche n’udi ya. Ka o sila di, n’the omumu a, e weere udaolu di ka ikpoli okwu elu ma ¢ bu ikpoda
ya ala mgbe a na-ekwu okwu. N’asusu udaolu obula, ikpoli okwu elu ma ¢ bu ikpoda ya ala
n’uzo n’ekwesighi ekwesi nwere ike ime ka nghota di n’okwu ahu gbanwee.
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E nwere ngalaba ma o bu udi asusu udaolu abuo. Ha bu asusu udaolu konto na asusu udaolu
rejista/levulu (Ikekeonwu na ndi otu ya, 1999). Asusu Igbo bu asusu udaolu rejista/levulu. Asusu
Naijiria ndi 0zo dika Efik, Edo, na ndi 9zo bukwazi asusu udaolu rejista.

Asusu Udaolu Kontg na Njirimara Ya

Asusu udaolu konto bu asusu e ji udaolu eme nghota puru iche site n’otu mkpuruokwu ruo n’ibe
ya, mana ejighi ya eme nghota puruiche site n’otu ahiriokwu ma ¢ bu nkebiahiriokwu ruo n’ibe
ya. N’asusu udaolu konto, a na-enwe otutu udaolu. Ya by, o nwere ike inwerucha udaolu isii ma
0 bu asaa nke na-esite na mgbanwe onodu piichii na mkpoputa mkpuruokwu. Qzokwa, a na-
enwe mgbago ma ¢ bu mgbadata piichi site n’otu ebe ruo ibe ya di ka: [€] [€] [€]

Asusu Udaolu Rejista na Njirimara Ya

Asusu udaolu rejista/levulu bu asusu na-enwe mkpoputa piichi na levulu, na levulu, nke anaghi
enwe mgbago ma ¢ bu mgbadata piichi site n’otu levulu ruo na levulu ¢9zo di ka na: [¢] [¢] [E]. E
lee anya n’omumaaty nke udaolu rejista, a ga-ahu na ¢ di iche na nke udaolu konto. The ¢zo
putara ihe n’asysu udaolu rejista/levulu bu ¢ naghi enwe otutu gbanwe piichii ma ¢ bu udaolu.
Otutu asusu a mara di ka asusu udaolu rejista, na-enwe udaolu abug ma o bu ato sg0so. O bu
ejisiri ike ka ha ga-eji nwe ruo udaolu ano di ka n’asusu Yala Ikom. N’asusu Igbo, udaolu abuo
putara ihe kpomkwem, biakwa nwe nke ato a kporo udansuda (daunstepu)-ya by, udaelu sudara
ala ntakiri. Efik nwekwara udaolu abuo. N’asusu udaolu rejista, e ji udaolu eme nghota puruiche
site na mkpuruokwu ruo n’ibe ya, nakwa na site n’ahiriokwu/nkebiokwu ruo n’ibe ya
(Ikekeonwu, 1998).

Asusu udaolu rejista nwere ngalaba abuo. Ha bu asusu udaolu levulu TERESI na asusu udaolu
levulu DISKIRITTI site na nkowa Welmers (1973). O kowara na n’asusu udaolu levulu teresi, na
a na-enwe usoro di ka daundrifiti, ebe udaolu na-enwe nsedata na piichi site na mbido ahiriokwu
ruo n’isi njedebe ya. Ka o si kwury, asusu udaolu levulu diskriti anaghi enwe daundrifiti.
Anakwaghi enwe mgbadata ma ¢ bu nsedata piichi site na mbido ahiriokwu ruo n’ogwugwu ya.
Site na nchocha e megoro nso nso a banyere nnyocha asusu udaolu levulu di iche iche, a na-egosi
na nkowa asusu udaolu levulu diskriti nwere nkocha maka na nnyocha niile e megoro na-egosi
na o nweghi mgbe piichi anaghi agbadata site na mbido nkebiokwu ma ¢ bu ahiriokwu ruo na
ngwucha. (hu Ikekeonwu, 1993, Ikekeonwu na ndi otu ya, 1999, Ugwuona na ndi 9z (2020). E
wezuga nke a, 0 bughi naani asusu udaolu nwere usoro daundrifiti ka a na-akpo asusu udaolu
levulu teresi. Asusu udaolu levulu nwere usoro daunstepu ma o bu daundrifiti bucha asusu
udaolu levulu teresi.

Asusu Igbo bu asusu udaolu levulu teresi. Udaolu na-aru uzo oru abuo gbara okpurukpu n’asusu
Igbo - nke lezikal, na nke grama/utoasysu. Nke lezikal, ¢ na-eme ka e nwe nghota puruiche site
n’otu mkpuruokwu ruo n’ibe ya n’okwu ndi yiri onwe ha na nsype. Omuma atuy:

3 (b) (ch)
akwa (cry) isi (head) aku (kernel)
akwa (bed) isi (smell) aku (wealth) or (a type of insect)
akwa (egg) isi (blindness) aku (to beat (drum))
akwa (clothes) is1 (to cook)
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N’oru nke grama, ¢ ji udaolu eme nghota puru iche site n’ahiriokwu/nkebiokwu ruo n’ibe ya di
ka:
(4a) O zuru 6du — Question

(b) O zuru 6du — statement

(ch)  Osisi tkwa — Breadftuit’s stick

(d)  Osisi tkwa — Cooking of breadfruit
(e) O gére fitl — Statement

) O gére fitl — Question

DaundrifitiMkpoda udaala

Usoro daundrifiti bu otu njirimara asusy udaolu levulu teresi nke asysu Igbo dabakwara na ya. QO
na-eme ka e nwe nsedata/mgbadata piichi/ogo olu site na mbido ahiriokwu/nkebiahiri ruo na
ngwucha. Di ka Nwamadi Hyman (1975) deputara, na akwukwo ndi ¢zoga, na-akowa na
daundrifiti na-aputa ithe mgbe e nwere usoro udaolu H-L-H. Ya by, ebe udaolu elu butere uzo,
udaolu ala a na-esote ya, udaolu elu 0zg esotekwa ya. N’ebe a, udaolu elu nke abuo na-adi ala na
piichi karia nke mbu. A na-akowa na nke a bu maka udaolu ala nke na-abia n’etiti na-eme ka
piichi ydaolu elu nke abug gbadata. Omuma atu:

Nna Eze

ya
G NS\

Ihe e sere ese a na-egosi na udaolu ‘a’ nke di na ‘Nna’ di elu karia ydaolu ‘a’ nke di na ‘ya’.
N’otu aka ahu kwa ka uydaolu elu ga na-esi akpoda were ruo na njedebe ahiriokwu ahu.
Ikekeonwu na ndi otu ya (1999) kowara udi ihe osise a di n’elu di ka steepu ma o bu tereesi. Site
mgbe ahu gabazia, a na-akpo asusu udaolu tereesi.

Usoro a putara ihe site na nsedata piichiii di ka steepu/tereesi etu e gosirila ya n’ihe omuma atu
di n’elu. O dikwa mkpa imata na nnyocha e jiri igwe komputa were mee gbasara usoro
daundrifiti n’asusu Igbo gosiri na daundrifiti na-aputa ihe n’ahiriokwu/nkebiokwu ndi ¢zokwa.
Ya bu na ¢ bughi naani mgbe e nwere H-L-H, kama ¢ na-aputakwa ihe ebe e nwere L-H-L; H-H-
H; L-L-L. Maka nkowami nke a, hu Ikekeonwu (1996). Gosikwara ka usoro daundrifiti si
aputakwa ihe na Hausa, ma na-emetuta a udaolu elu ma nke ala.

Daunsteepu/udansuda (downstep)

Daunsteepu di ka daundrifiti na-egosikwa nsedata piichii, kama, daunsteepu na daundrifiti
abughi otu ihe. Mgbe ufoduy, usoro daunsteepu nwere ike imalite site na daundrifiti. Ya by, ebe e
nwere usoro udaolu H-L-H, o buru na ‘L’ dapu mgbe o mechara ka udaolu elu nke abug gbadata
na piichii, udaolu nke abug ka a na-asi na o bu daunsteepu (hu Ikekeonwu, 1997 maka
nkowami).

Udansuda abughi akaraudaolu nke aka ya di ka udaolu elu na nke ala. Site na nkowa Ikekeonwu
na ndi otu ya (1999), udansuda bu udaolu zoghachiri otu nzo ukwu azu. Nke a na-aputakari ihe
mgbe udaolu elu abug nodebere onwe ha, udaolu nke abug asudata ala ma ¢ by gbadata ala na
mkpoputa ya karia nke mbu. Omuma atu
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(6)a. Igwe (ikwo ihe)

b. ibe (6t ibe akwukwo)

ch. ij€ (iga, mmadu isi ebe ng zopu ije)
d. ¢z€ (Akuku ahymmadu e ji ata ihe)
e. aga (ntuty, ihe e ji aduchi ihe)

f. obe (ihe e ji akpogbu mmadu/nsogbu)
g. ¢go (okpogho), dgz.

A bia na mkpoputa ihe omuma aty 6(a-f), udachi/mkpury ydaume ndi ikpeazy na mkpuruokwu
Igbo ndi ahu di n’ihe omuma atu 6(a-f) bugbado udaolu elu, mana na mkpoputa ha, udaolu elu di
na ha sudatara ntakiri buruzia udansuda. Akara e ji eziputa ydansuda na-adi uhie (-) di ka e
gosiputara n’ithe omuma atu ndi ahu di n’elu. Chetakwa na ¢ bughi mgbe niile udaolu elu abug
noketere onwe ha ka nke abuog na-asuda di ka n’ihe omumaatu ndi a na-esote:

(7) a. égwu (ukwe) d. imi (akuku mmadu e ji eku ume ma na-anu isi)
b. égbé (udi nnuny) e. anya (akuku mmadu e ji ahu uzo)
ch. oku (ihe e ji esi ihe) f. igwu (ala gbaliri elu), dgz

O dikwa mkpa ikowa ebe a, na ¢ bughi oge niile n’asusu nwere daunsteepu, ka daunsteepu na-
amalite site na ndapu udaolu ala biara n’etiti udaolu elu abuo di ka a kowarala na mmalite nkowa
udansuda a. E lee anya n’ihe gmumaatu (6a-g) n’asusu Igbo, a ga-achoputa na o siri ike ikowa
the dapury tupu enwetagasia okwu ndi ahugasi (6a-g). IThe a ga-ghota bu na daunsteepu na-
aputakebe ihe n’ahiriokwu ma ¢ bu nkebiokwu n’asusu Igbo di ka:

8a) isi 0ke
(b) anya éht
(ch) gbaa ¢so

Ikekeonwu (1996) na-egosi na ebe obula e nwere daunsteepy na mkpuruokwu, o na-abu na
mkpuruokwu a bu nkabiri/ichafu nkebiokwu/ahiriokwu nwere daunsteepu.
Omumaatu:

(92) élg6 < ibé & L g6

(b) Onwi + k4 < énwu + ka !+ i | iké

Ihe 0zo kwesiri ka e cheta bu na mmalite daunsteepu n’ahiriokwu/nkebiokwu na-esi ihe e ji mee
mgbado ukwu di mkpa n’ahiriokwu ma ¢ bu nkebiokwu. Qzo, mkpuruokwu a ga-akpo fokoosi,
ya by, ithe mgbado ukwu di mkpa n’ahiriokwu ma ¢ bu nkebiokwu. Qzo, mkpuruokwu a ga-akpo
fokoosi okwu ga-emeriri ka udaolu elu n’otu nkejiokwu ya, mgbe nkejiokewu a gbachara, udaolu
elu obula na-esote ya ga-agbadata na piichi n’onodu daunsteepu.
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Usoro daundrifiti na daunsteepu di ka etu e siri hu na-aputa ihe n’asusu Igbo. N’asusu Igbo,
usoro abuo ndi a na-abikari n’ahiriokwu ma ¢ bu na nkebiokwu. Qzo kwa, e nwere ike isi na
usoro ndi a na-egosi ka ndebeolu si aputa ihe n’Igbo. A ga-echetakwa na o bu eziokwu na Igbo
bu asusu udaolu, mana e nwere ufodu usoro mmekorita mkpuryokwu n’ibe ya na-egosi ndebeolu
na ya. N’otu aka ahu kwa, n’asusu ndebeolu, a na-enwe ufodu ihe ngosiputa na ya.

Oru Udaolu na-Aru n’Asusu Igbo

Udaolu n’asusu mba uwa di iche iche, okachasi n’asusu ndi bu asusu udaolu, nwere ezigbo oru o
na-ary n’ebe ighota asusu nke oma di. N’asusu Igbo, udaolu na-arukwazi ezigbo ory ma dikwa
mkpa n’ihi na asusu Igbo bu asusu udaolu. Oru udaolu di ka o si metuta asusu Igbo na-aputa ihe
n’uzo abug: n’udachi na mkpuruokwu nakwa n’udamgbe n’usorookwu. Q bu site n’ikanye akara
udaolu na mkpuruokwu ma ¢ bu n’usorookwu ka e si eziputa udaolu okwu ma ¢ bu usorookwu
nwere n’asusu obula bu asusu udaolu, okachasi na mkpuruokwu/usorookwu nwere otu udi nsupe
n’odide ha. N’okwu e kwuru n’onu nkiti, udaolu na-arukwa oru na ya n’ihi na udaolu bu piichii
ila elu na ala n’akpomuda nke na-ebute mkpiiche na mkpuruokwu ma ¢ bu n’usorookwu. Nke a
bu maka na mkpohie mkpuruokwu ma ¢ bu usorookwu na-ebute nghota di iche n’ihe okwu ma o
bu usorookwu ahu kwesiri iputa/izipuyta.

Oru Udaolu na Mkpuruokwu (Udachi)

Udaolu na-eweta nghota di iche n’etiti mkpuruokwu abug yiri onwe na nsupe. Nziputa ndiiche e
nwere n’etiti ngwaa na ngwaa, aha na aha, ngwaa na aha, ma o bu na nkowa na aha.

Omumaaty Ngwaa na ngwaa di ka:

(10a) ibu (fatness)

ibu (load)
(b) ikd (to hang)

ko (ihe e ji any mmiri)
Omumaatu Aha na aha di ka:
(11a) opi (horn)

opi (name of a town)
(b) oké (rat)

oké (male)
(ch)  06do (pestle)

0do (name of person)
Omumaaty ngwa na aha di ka:
(12a) €go (to buy),

€g0 (money)
(b) ago (to deny)

ago (a small stick used to take tobacco snuff)
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Omumaatu nkowa na aha di ka:

(13a) 6cha (white)
6cha (colour)

(b) ihe (light)
ihé (sometimes)

(ch)  ube (type of weapon)
ubé (a kind of fruit)

Udaolu nwekwara ike ime ka e si n’ahiriokwu nweta aha di ka n.
(14a) 4ga m n’ihu agamniihu

(b)  6dirmma odirhma

Oru Udaolu n’Usorookwu

Udaolu, oge ufodu na-eme ka ahiriokwu maobu usorookwu abug ma ¢ bu karia yiri onwe ha
n’usorookwu ghoo udi ahiriokwu di iche iche. Udaolu nwekwaziri ike ime ka ahiriokwu nkwusa
ma o bu ahiriokwu nkiti gbanwee ghoro ahiriajuju, nkebiahiri kenkowa ma ¢ bu nkebiahiri
mburuna dika e gosiputagoro ha n’ihe omumaaty 2 (a-d) n’okpuru mkpolite n’ederede a di ka
Green na Igwe (1963) siri ziputa ha.

Ihe nchoputa ndi ahu mgbe e tinyere ha n’ezi oru ga-egbochi ufodu nghotahie na ihe mgbagwoju
anya na-adaputa na nhazi na n’omumu asusu Igbo, tumadi igbochi ymuakwukwo ida aghara
aghara, ajuju gbasara udaolu n’ule ma butekwa agamnihu n’ogo usoro nkuzi na omymu asusu
Igbo dibu adi, nke ga-emecha bute mwulite na ntolite sayensi gmumu asusuy.

Nchikota Nchoputa

Ederede a elebanyela anya n’oru udaolu na-aru n’asusu, okachasi etu o si metuta asusu udaolu.
Ebe mgbado ukwu nchocha a bu n’asusu Igbo, bu otu n’ime asusu udaolu e nwere n’asusu
udaolu digasi na Naijiria. Nchoputa nchocha a na-egosi na di ka mmadu enweghi ike ikewapu
onwe ya n’ebe onyinyo ya di, etu ahu kwa ka ¢ gaghi abu ihe ga-ekwe omume bu iwezuga
n’akuku na nkuzi na gmumu ihe gbasara ydaolu n’ebe ihe gbasara nkyzi na gmumu asysu udaolu
obula di. N’ihi nke a, oru a lebanyere anya n’oru udaolu na-aru n’asusu, okachasi dika o si
gbasata asusu Igbo, ya by, etu ikanye akara udaolu si enye aka na nnweta ezi nkowa na nghota
doro anya n’uzo kwesiri ekwesi. Nchoputa oru a na-egosi na udaolu na-enye ih¢ n’ebe o di
ukwuu n’ihe gbasatara omumu asusu Igbo n’ihi na asusu Igbo bu asusu udaolu, nke putara na
udaolu na-enye aka n’iweta mkpiiche n’etiti mkpuruokwu ma ¢ bu usorookwu yiri onwe ha na
nsupe nakwa n’odide ha n’otu n’otu.

Udaolu, mgbe ufodu na-eme ka ahiriokwu ma ¢ bu usorookwu abuo ma ¢ bu karia yiri onwe ha
n’usorookwu gbanwee ghoo udi ahiriokwu di iche iche. O nwere ike ime ka ahirinkwusa gbanwe
ghoro ahiriajyju, nkebiahiri kenkowa ma ¢ bu nkebiahiri mburuna di ka e gosiputara ya na n’ihe
omumaaty 2 (a-b) n’ederede a. Ya by, ndumodu ma nkasiobi a na-enye onye ma ¢ bu ndi na-amu
asusu Igbo n’uju maka agbamume na n’ime ka ha ghota asusu Igbo nke oma, bu ka ha tinye uchu
n’imu ydaolu asusy Igbo maka na ya bu asusu bu asusu udaolu. Emeghi ya etu a, ga na-eweta
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nghotahie n’okwu Igbo ufody, tumadi n’ufodu usorookwu Igbo. Ka o sila di, udaolu no n’isi
mgbago n’omumu asusu Igbo n’ihi na ¢ bu asusu udaolu ebe ngbota okwu na-adabere n’etu e siri
debe olu.

Ka ihe si kwury, onye/ndi na-amu asusu bu asusu di ka Igbo, ga-adi njikere imutagasi udaolu e
nwere n’asusu ahu iji na-akowaputa mputara okwu yiri onwe ha na nsupe ma ¢ bu usorookwu
yiri onwe ha, ma sitekwa n’uzo di etu ahu kpochapu nghotahie na ihe mgbagwoju anya nwere
ike idaputa.

Mmechi

Na mmechi, anyi elebanyela anya n’oru udaolu na-aru n’asusu, okachasi etu o si puta ihe n’asusu
Igbo, uzo di iche iche e si akanye akara udaolu n’okwu ma ¢ bu n’usorookwu Igbo nakwa na
mkpuruedemede ndi na-ebu akara udaolu. Anyi na-ekwusi ike na n’imirikiti ihe niile gbasara
omumu asusu Igbo hiwere isi n’udaolu ya. Ya mere, nkyzi na gmumu asysu na mpaghara nakwa
n’ogogo obula n’ulo akwukwo ga-adi ire, ma e weere omumu na nkuzi ka e si eziputa udaolu
n’okwu ma ¢ bu n’usorookwu kporo ihe.

Aro/Mkpoku

Ndi nchocha na-atunye aro ka ndi ulg oru goomenti na-ahy maka ihe gbasara asysu na gmumu
ya, okachasi asusu udaolu na-ahuta nkuzi udaolu na etu e si akanye akara udaolu di ka otu ihe di
mkpa so n’ihe ndi na-eche mmuta asysu udaolu aka mgba mgbe obula ha na-atule ihe gbasara
nkuzi na omumu asusy, ma nye ya (udaolu) onodu kwesiri ya, bu na goomenti etiti ala anyi
kwesiri itinye nkuzi na omumu udaolu n’uju n’ogo di elu mgbe obula a na-atule maka ezi nkuzi
na omumu asusuy, okachasi n’asusu udaolu. Nke a ga-enye aka ihu na e nwere ezi omumu nye
asusu ahu.

0z0, ha na-atynyekwa aro ka ulo akwukwo obula n’ogogo agumakwukwo obula, gbaa mbo hu
na ha nyere ndi nkuzi maara ihe ekwe na-aku gbasara udaolu di iche iche e nwere n’asusu obodo
anyi bu Naijiria oru ikuzi asusy, okachasi asusu udaolu n’ulo akwukwo ha, iji hu na ha ji udaolu
kwesiri ekwesi akuzi asusu ahu (asusu udaolu). Ka o si kwury, e kwesiri inwe okpukpo oku ma ¢
bu ogbako nke ndi nkuzi n’omumu sayensi asusu ga na-akpo ugboro ugboro iji kowadara ha
mkpa ¢ di bu mmadu ibu a kwaa, 0 kwuyru n’the ¢ na-akuzi, tumadi etu nkuzi udaolu n’uzo
kwesiri ekwesi maka nghota asusu n’uzo zuru oke di n’asusu obula bu asusu udaolu, okachasi
etu o si aputa ihe na mkpuryokwu yiri onwe ha na nsupe nakwa n’usorookwu ma ¢ bu ahiriokwu
yiri onwe ha n’asusu Igbo, tumadi n’asusu obula bu asusu udaolu.
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